
IN THIS ISSUE:
The weather is finally starting to warm up and truly feel like Spring! If April
showers should come your way, they bring the flowers that bloom in May.

In this issue, I would like to highlight the Child Passenger Safety Program. I am
proud to announce that the Division of Transportation is continuing to expand
and progress. We recently had five of our staff become Certified Car Seat
technicians with myself included.  We hope to help all Tribal Members by
educating and providing hands-on assistance to properly use and install car
seats and seat belts. A child’s safety should always be a priority when riding in
any  vehicle. The Division of Transportation has future goals for outreach and
car seat checkpoints. Let’s continue to keep our Apache children safe!

I would like to extend my well wishes to District 2 Councilman Jerold Altaha.
Thank you for all your support in the past years and serving as one of the
WMAT DOT’s Tribal Council Liaison. I appreciate all your help and support.
Best wishes! 

LaReesa Sanchez, Director
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CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY
LOCK IN THE FUTURE

It is crucial to our survival to have
our future generations in a
properly installed car seat. 

Buckle Up: Every Age, Every Trip

The best way to protect children
in the car is to put them in the

right seat at the right time - and
use it the right way. 

Our car seat technicians are
available for presentations as

well as one-on-one
appointments

Call a WMAT DOT Technician
at 928.338.5155

Schedule an
appointment today, it

could save a life!
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CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY
DOT had Child Passenger Safety Training from April 23 to

April 26 and now has five certified car seat technicians! 

Marco Burnette 
LaReesa Sanchez

Lisa Tessler
Latoria Quay 

Lerona Massey
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CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY
We recently received a new shipment of Car

Seats! Call our office to book an appointment
with one of our Certified Car Seat Technicians!  
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CANYON DAY SOLAR LIGHTING PROJECT
CANYON DAY SOLAR LIGHTING
Update 

Estimated Completion Date:
May 2024
Location: Canyon Day

Marigold Ave. 
S West Street
S. 7th Street
S. East Street
Hastings Street

Total # of miles: 2.5 miles
Total Cost: $1.5 million 

P.  5



WMAT/SCAT SENECA CONNECTOR ROUTE
The WMAT DOT Fort

Apache Connection and
SCAT Transit are proud

to announce the seasonal
Seneca Connector Route. 

This partnership was
established more than

five years ago and is one
of our proudest

accomplishments to
connect our two Tribes

through transit. 
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FORT APACHE CONNECTION 
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FORT APACHE CONNECTION 
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FORT APACHE CONNECTION 

INFORMATION & SERVICESINFORMATION & SERVICES
The FAC Transit currently operates three bus routes;

Route 1, 
Route 2 and,
Route 3

The FAC Transit has a seasonal connector route with San
Carlos Apache Tribe to meet at Seneca. 
The FAC Transit will pick up and drop off passengers at
designated bus stop locations from Monday to Friday. 
The FAC Transit will deviate off  the three routes, UP TO 3/4
of a mile Monday to Friday. Must call ahead of scheduled
time. 
You can connect with the Four Seasons Connection at Hon-
Dah Store. All transit buses are wheelchair accessible and
operated in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act. 
NO ALCOHOL OR DRUGS are allowed on the transit bus. If
you are intoxicated you will be denied a ride. 
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FORT APACHE CONNECTION 

HOURS & HOLIDAY SCHEDULEHOURS & HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
Transit Service Hours:

Monday to Friday 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Transit does not run on the following holidays:

New Year’s Day 
Memorial Day
Independence Day 
Labor Day 
Veteran’s Day
Thanksgiving 
Christmas
Any days the White Mountain Apache Tribe deems a
Tribal Holiday 

ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT
Times listed on the schedule are arrival times and vary due to
connecting with other transit buses, traffic, weather conditions
and bus stops. 
AM times are shown in LIGHT face type. PM times are shown in
BOLD face type. 
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FORT APACHE CONNECTION TRANSIT STAFF ATTENDED THE ARIZONA TRANSIT
ASSOCIATION 37TH ANNUAL STATEWIDE TRANSIT 2024 CONFERENCE

APRIL 8-10, 2024



DOT Director, LaReesa Sanchez, and Transit Manager,
Lerona Massey, and the rest of the Transit Staff attended

the Arizona Transit Association 37th Annual Statewide
Transit 2024 Conference by AzTA & ADOT.

The conference was a great opportunity to learn from
public and private sector colleagues about projects and

programs around the state. Sharing ideas and innovations
that can make transit better for everyone in Arizona.

As WMATDOT we were able to learn more from and
connect with various organizations that all share the

same ideals and passion to improve their community and
transit program. We hope to implement all that we have

learned at the conference into DOT and continue to focus
on safety and innovation for tribal roads. 
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HOW IS WMAT DOT FUNDED? WHAT IS THE TTP?
The Tribal Transportation Program
(TTP) is the largest program in the
Office of Federal Lands Highway.

Established in 23 U.S.C. 202 to address
the transportation needs of Tribal

governments throughout the United
States, the program will receive $505
million in FY 2020, as established in
Public Law 114-94, Fixing America's

Surface Transportation Act (the FAST
Act). The purpose of the TTP is to

provide safe and adequate
transportation and public road access

to and within Indian reservations,
Indian lands, and Alaska Native Village
communities. A prime objective of the
TTP is to contribute to the economic
development, self-determination, and

employment of Indians and Native
Americans. The Tribal Transportation

Program is funded by contract
authority from the Highway Trust Fund
and is subject to the overall Federal-aid

obligation limitation.

WMAT DOT receives its funding from the Highway Trust Fund.
This funding is allocated to tribes, and then dispersed through
the United States Department of Transportation Federal
Highway Administration, Office of Tribal Transportation and the
Bureau of Indian Affairs. Funds are allocated among Tribes using
a formula based on tribal population, road mileage and average
tribal shares of the former Tribal Transportation Allocation
Methodology (TTAM) formula

HOW CAN WMAT DOT USE
THESE FUNDS?

All Tribal Transportation Program (TTP) funds provided to
Tribes can be expended only on eligible projects and
activities identified in the federal regulations and included in
an FHWA approved Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP). Funds can be used for the following:

Transportation planning, research, maintenance,
engineering, rehabilitation, restoration, construction, and
reconstruction of tribal transportation facilities
Operation and maintenance of transit programs and
facilities that are located on, or provide access to, tribal
land, or are administered by a tribal government
Any transportation project eligible for assistance under this
title that is located within, or that provides access to, tribal
land, or is associated with a tribal government

WMAT DOT prepares the Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP), a 5-year plan for improvements on the Fort
Apache Indian Reservation. Each project on the TIP is
supported by tribal resolution. WMAT DOT submits the TIP
to the BIA Division of Transportation (BIADOT) for review
and approval. BIADOT reviews, approves, and forwards the
TIP to FHWA Federal Lands Highway Office (FLHO) for
approval. WMAT DOT can allocate TTP funds for its projects
once the TIP is approved by FHWA.

WMAT DOT FUNDING Q&A
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THIS IS A PUBLICATION OF:

WHITE MOUNTAIN
APACHE TRIBE
DIVISON OF
TRANSPORTATION
TEMPORARY ADDRESS:
716 E GENERAL CROOK ST.
BLDG 105 [SECOND FLOOD]
FORT APACHE, AZ 85926

PHONE: 
928-338-5155

BUSINESS HOURS:
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 8AM - 5PM

FIND US@:
FACEBOOK:@WMAT DIVISION OF
TRANSPORTATION
WEB: WMATDOT.COM
EMAIL: INFO@WMATDOT.COM

WMAT DOT STAFF

LAREESA SANCHEZ
WMAT DOT DIRECTOR

LERONA MASSEY 
FAC [TRANSIT] MANAGER

LATORIA QUAY
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

KANEESHA WYCLIFFE
 TRANSPORTATION

 COORDINATOR

MARCO BURNETTE
 SAFETY

 SPECIALIST

LISA TESSLER 
FAC [TRANSIT] DISPATCHER

ANTHONY HILL
FAC [TRANSIT] DRIVER

MARCUS BACA
FAC [TRANSIT] DRIVER

MELVIN TRUAX
FAC [TRANSIT] DRIVER

DANIEL KESSAY 
FAC[TRANSIT] DRIVER

RONNINE ALTAHA SR
FAC[TRANSIT] DRIVER

CARLOS HERNANDEZ
ROAD MAINTENANCE

HAROLD PALMER
ROAD MAINTENANCE

JULIAN GOKLISH
ROAD MAINTENANCE
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